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In areas of white settlement in East and Central Africa the
spread of literacy among the African population is an" essential
condition of advance to self-government, for to grant self-
government while the majority of the population is isolated and
hampered by illiteracy in response to pressure from a European
minority means domination by that minority. This domination
is feared by African peoples who ask in no uncertain terms to
remain under the protection of the Imperial Government until
there has been an advance in their educational attainments
which will enable them to share political responsibility with the
European minority.

The fear of domination by this minority has been plainly
shown in African opposition to the proposed amalgamation
of the Rhodesias and Nyasaland. To quote an African of Nyasa-
land: "It may be possible to argue that amalgamation might
benefit the European community but it will never benefit the
Africans. The natives are content to be under the protection of
His Majesty's Government, and ... do not wish any amal-
gamation with the Rhodesias. . . . Amalgamation would put an
end to the development of self-administration. Nyasaland is
a small country for Africans, protected from raids and civil wars
by the British. The position Is that of a small boy going a journey
with a big man. The small boy (Nyasaland) does not want to go
on the journey with the big' man (Rhodesia) lest the big man
overrule him and lest he lose interest in protecting him,"
Another African correspondent writes: "If we are far from
civilization, it is the duty and responsibility of our missionaries
and education department to see that we are being brought up
step by step to the highest attainments in this world. We are
protected by the Home Government, so we should remain for
evermore."

For the sake of "effective freedom," the advance of edu-
cation of the African population must be taken into account in
fixing the date for the granting of self-government. Without
this advance, it is impossible to ensure adequate representation
by Africans in the legislature and adequate participation by